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God?s gif t t o the church is Apost les, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors,

and Teachers.

Ephesians 4:11-12 ** And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets,

some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the

saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.

God?s gif t t o t h e Pastor is elders or Deacons t o t h e Pastor and t h e

vision God has p u t in his hear t and serve the church.

Ac ts 6 : 1 - 4 Now in those days, when the numbero f the disciples was mult iplying,

there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because thei r

widows were neglected in the daily distribution. *Then the twelve summoned the

mul t i tude of the disciples and said, ?It is not desirable that we should leave the

word o f God and serve tables. *Therefore, brethren, seek out f rom among you

seven men o f good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may

appoint over this business; ?but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and

to the ministry o f the word.?
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?Wherefore , b re th ren , look ye ou t among you seven o f you men o f honest

r epo r t f u l l o f the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appo in t over this
business.? Acts 6:3 (KJV)

T h e o f f i ce o f t h e deacon as an ear ly d e v e l o p m e n t in t h e c h u r c h .

Ac ts 6:1-4 (KJV)
?And in those days, when the numbe r o f the disciples was mu l t i p l i ed ,

there arose a m u r m u r i n g o f the Grecians against the Hebrews, because the i r
w idows were neg lec ted in the da i l y min is t ra t ion . Then the twe lve ca l led the
m u l t i t u d e o f disc ip les un to them, and said, ?It is n o t reason tha t we shou ld
leave the w o r d o f God, and serve tables. Wherefore , b re th ren , look ye ou t
among you seven o f you men o f honest repor t , f u l l o f the Holy Ghost and
wisdom, w h o m we may appo in t over th is business. Bur we wi l l g i ve ourselves
con t i nua l l y t o p r a y e r , and to the m in i s t r y o f the word.??

Deacons - O f f i c e r o f t h e Church: deacons m u s t be qua l i f i ed , t h e y m u s t m e e t
some persona l qua l i f i ca t i ons .

1. Deacons m u s t b e ?grave?: serious, honorab le , w o r t h y , r eve red ,
h i gh l y r e s p e c t e d , nob le . I t is be ing serious m i n d e d , t h e v e r y oppos i te
of :

Being f l i p p a n t
D ishonor ing onese l f
Be ing s h a l l o w by being ove r - ta l ka t i ve

Hav ing {fittle respec t because one is no t g rave o r ser ious
e n o u g h

e Hav ing sur face re l ig ion o n l y

Means t h a t t h e deacon is ser ious-minded and c o m m i t t e d to Chr is t and t o t h e
mission o f t h e c h u r c h ; t h e mission o f reach ing t h e lost and m e e t i n g t h e

needs o f t h e d e s p e r a t e in a despe ra te w o r l d . We m u s t s t i l l m a i n t a i n a

j o y f u l sp i r i t .

?There fo re le t us no t sleep, as do others: b u t le t us w a t c h and be
sober. For t h e y tha t sleep, sleep in the night ; and they tha t be drunken are
drunken in the n igh t . Bu t l e t us, who are o f the day, be sober, p u t t i n g on the
b reas tp l a te o f f a i t h and love; and f o r an he lmet , the hope o f sa lvat ion.?

{ Thessalonians 5:6-8 (KJV)

?A b ishop then m u s t be blameless, the husband o f one wi fe , v ig i lan t ,

sober, o f good behav io r , given to hosp i ta l i t y , a p t to teach.?
| T i m o t h y 3:2 (KJV)
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?Even so m u s t t h e i r wives be grave, no t s landerers, sober, f a i t h f u l in a l l
th ings.? | T imothy 3:11 (KJV)

?A bishop must be a lover o f hosp i ta l i ty , a love o f good men, sober,
j u s t , holy. t e m p e r a t e . ? Ti tus 1:8 (KJV)

?That the aged men be sober, grave, tempera te , sound in fa i t h , in

char i ty , in pat ience. The aged women l ikewise.. . to be discrete, chaste,
keepers a t home, good, obed ient to t h e i r husbands, t h a t the w o r d o f God no t

be b lasphemed.? Ti tus 2 :2 -5 (KJV)

?For the grace o f God tha t br ingeth salvat ion ha th appeared to a l l men,
teaching us t h a t , denying ungodliness and w o r l d l y lusts, we shou ld l ive
sober ly , and godly , in this p resen t wor ld ; looking f o r t h a t blessed hope, and
the g lor ious appear ing o f the g r e a t God and our Savior, Jesus Chr is t .?

Titus 2:11-13 (KJV)

?Where fo re g i r d up the loins o f your mind, be sober, and hope to the
end f o r the grace tha t is t o be brought unto you a t the reve la t i on o f Jesus
Chr is t .? | Peter 1:13 (KJV)

?But the end o f a l l things is a t hand; be ye the re fo re sober, and watch
u n t o p raye r . ? I Peter 4 :7 (KJV)

2. Deacons m u s t n o t be doub le- tongued, bear ing tales, gossip ing, saying
?one t h i n g to o n e person and someth ing d i f f e r e n t t o a n o t h e r . ? T h e
q u a l i t y o f n o t be ing doub le - tongued is i m p o r t a n t . As a deacon
min i s te r s t h r o u g h v is i ta t ion , one is o f ten t e m p t e d to gossip o r t o say
one t h i n g to one person and someth ing else t o a n o t h e r person .
T h e r e f o r e , one must be a person o f i n t e g r i t y , a person w h o speaks
t h e t r u t h ? a person w h o is honest .

?And w i t h a l t hey learn to be idle, wander ing a b o u t house to house; and

n o t on ly id le , b u t t a t t l e r s also and busybodies, speaking things which they
o u g h t n o t . ? ! T i m o t h y 5:13 (KJV)

?Of His own w i l l begot He us w i t h the w o r d o f t r u t h , t h a t we should be
a k ind o f f i r s t - f r u i t s o f His c rea tures .? James 1:18 (KJV)

? B u t l e t n o n e o f y o u s u f f e r as a m u r d e r e r , o r as a t h i e f , o r as an

e v i l d o e r , o r as a b u s y b o d y i n o t h e r men?s m a t t e r s . ?

{ P e t e r 4 : 1 5 (KJV)

? T h o u s h a l t n o t go u p a n d d o w n as a t a l e b e a r e r a m o n g t h y p e o p l e . . . ?

L e v i t i c u s 1 9 : 1 6 (KJV)
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?A t a lebeare r revea le th secrets; b u t he tha t is o f a f a i t h f u l sp i r i t

concealeth the m a t t e r . ?
Proverbs 11:13 (KJV)

?The words o f a ta lebeare r are as wounds, and they go down i n t o the

innermost pa r t s o f the be l l y .? Proverbs 18:8 (KJV)

?He t h a t goeth about as a t a lebeare r revea le th secrets; there fo re

medd le no t w i t h h im tha t f l a t t e r e t h w i t h his l ips.?
Proverbs 20:19 (KJV)

?Where no wood is, there the f i r e goeth out ; so w h e r e t h e r e is no

ta lebearer , the s t r i f e ceaseth.?
Proverbs 26:20 (KJV)

3 . The deacon m u s t n o t be g iven t o much w ine .

4. T h e deacon must n o t be g reedy o f w o r l d l y gain.

Deacon - O f f i c e r _of t h e Church: deacons m u s t mee t these v e r y i m p o r t a n t
s p i r i t u a l qua l i f i ca t i ons .

1) deacons must ho ld to t h e m y s t e r y o f t h e fa i t h

2) hold i t i n good consc ience

3) w i t h o u t c o n t r o v e r s y

Great is t h e m y s t e r y o f godl iness:
e God was man i f es t in t h e f lesh

e Jus t i f i ed by the Sp i r i t
e Seen by angels

4) deacons d o no t p r o t e c t t h e sheep f r o m t h e pastor?s leadersh ip , b u t
ra l l y s u p p o r t fo r t h e v is ion o f the church

5) deacons do no t p r o t e c t t h e ?anonymous source?

6) deacons keep con f l i c t p r i v a t e

7) c o n f i d e n t i a l l y is fo r t ha t person?s persona l l i fe
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8) deacons should be p r e p a r e d to c o n f r o n t con f l i c t a f t e r p r a y e r ?
ask ing f o r God's w i s d o m . (Documen t and take a wi tness)

9) deacons need t o take e v e r y express ion o f con f l i c t in t h e church

ser ious ly . T h e longer con f l i c t rema ins before reso lu t i on , t h e g rea te r
t h e o p p o r t u n i t y f o r i ts rap id g row th . Though most p e o p l e do no t
e n j o y c o n f r o n t a t i o n , i t is an abso lu te necess i ty t o b r i ng peace in the

m i d s t o f a s to rm. A l l o w i n g con f l i c t t o rema in w i t h o u t reso lu t i on can
undo t h e pos i t i ve c o n t r i b u t i o n s ach ieved by t h e church and block i ts
f u t u r e o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

Confrontat ion, accompanied by a spirit of love wi th the desire for
reconci l iat ion of all parties wi l l protect your church from the effects
o f prolonged conflict.

We m u s t be lead by t h e Spir i t - somet imes p r a y e r a lone works

because o f t h o s e t h a t m a y k n o w a person a n d t h e r e can b e a m a j o r
r i p p l e o f c o n f l i c t- t i m i n gis c r i t i ca l .

Proverbs 6:16-19

?These six th ings do th the LORD hate: yea, seven are an a b o m i n a t i o n un to
h im :

17 A p r o u d look, a ly ing tongue, and hands t h a t shed innocent blood,

18 An h e a r t t h a t deviseth wicked imaginat ions, f e e t t ha t be s w i f t in running to
misch ie f ,

19 A fa l se wi tness tha t speaketh l ies, and he t h a t soweth discord among
b r e t h r e n . ? (KJV)

10) deacons are f o r accoun tab i l i t y and adv isory ru l e t o t h e pas to r and
s ta f f . A servant?s h e a r t shou ld be w i t h i n e v e r y deacon .

MAY GOD GRANT TO US WISDOM AS WE LEAD HIS

SHEEP.


